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Adichie argues that stories have an inherently dangerous power which is manifested when only one story of a given group is known. This idea is essential to the speech since besides the fact that this acts as the thesis of her talk, the truth behind it is manifested throughout her speech. Chimanda states that “the single story creates stereotypes, and the problem with stereotypes is not that they are untrue, but that they are incomplete. They make one story become the only story.” I strongly agree with Adichie’s argument. Arguably, Adichie did not mean to scold her audience for ignorance or naivety. She intended to explain that scenarios of limited perspectives and misunderstanding are universal. The “incompleteness’ of the created stereotypes is the key thing in the quote since it is the main factor that makes the story to stick.
Ignorance and naivety are critical issues eating up our society today, and they need to be eliminated. Growing up, I was fed with various stories about Africa, some of which are still dominant today, that led me to believe that it is a region characterized by war, starving children and poverty. I, however, came to learn that there were powerful African countries with plentiful peace and food supply, a realization that was hard for me to believe since I had been fed contradicting information for so long. Seeking knowledge and evidence is therefore the solution to ignorance, stereotypes and naivety.
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